The most probable explanation seems to be that they are the after-effects of the anaesthetic; and it is worthy of note that in almost every instance chloroform has been the anaesthetic used. In certain patients it seems to paralyse the solar plexus.
The cases that have been published are naturally, those which have been most severe, and nearly all of these have been fatal. Besides these, however, there are very large numbers of others in which the symptoms are similar, but less terrible in degree.
